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The Franciscans in Jerusalem played a key role in the creation of a shared western cultural memory
of the Holy Land in the late Middle Ages. The friars took part in the welcoming and guiding
pilgrims, directing their devotional practices and acting as intermediaries with local population and
Muslim authorities. They also prepared texts on the holy places and maintained a library where
pilgrims could consult various writings on the Holy Land. The Franciscan texts created a „textual
community‟ shared by friars, pilgrims, clerics and scholars in Europe and Jerusalem.

