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Presenters
(in programme order)

Amanda Murphy
Amanda Murphy was appointed Director of CHEI in September 2015 and is Full
Professor of English Language and Translation at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore.
Her specialised knowledge of languages, linguistics and communication translates into
a particular interest in internationalisation of the curriculum, English medium instruction
and awareness raising of the meaning and scope of internationalisation among
Cattolica students and staff. Her current academic interest lies in the identification of
communicative strategies that can support the process of internationalisation of higher
education institutions in the 21st century.
Contact: amanda.murphy@unicatt.it

Fiona Hunter
Fiona Hunter is Associate Director at the Centre for Higher Education
Internationalisation (CHEI) at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan, Italy. She
is Co-Editor at the Journal of Studies for International Education (JSIE) and Past
President of the European Association for International Education (EAIE) where she
is now a member of the newly-formed Knowledge Development Taskforce. Her main
research interests are internationalisation of higher education and strategic
management. She also works as a consultant and trainer around the world to help
institutions internationalise and think more strategically about their future.
Contact: fionajanehunter@gmail.com
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John L. Dennis
John L. Dennis is adjunct professor at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore, the
University of Perugia, the University of Alberta and the Umbra Institute. He is an
expert in cognitive psychology and is a cognitive behavioural therapy practitioner.
He is currently writing a book entitled 'The Importance of Feeling Uncomfortable.'
Teaching within the environment of international education, he gives students an
understanding of how theories, models and research can relate to a study abroad
experience by demonstrating that the human motivation system is informed and transformed by one’s
culture. His teaching in general aims at helping students develop the analytical skills required for
understanding, practicing, and benefiting from scientific research.
Contact: j.lawrence.dennis@gmail.com

Hans de Wit
Professor and Director of the ‘Center for International Higher Education’ (CIHE) at
Boston College, USA, and a Member of the Scientific Committee of the Centre for
Higher Education Internationalisation (CHEI) at Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore
in Milan. He is former Director of CHEI and was previously Professor of
Internationalization of Higher Education at the Amsterdam University of Applied
Sciences. He is a Research Associate at the Unit for Higher Education
Internationalisation in the Developing World at the Nelson Mandela Metropolitan
University (NMMU), Port Elizabeth, South Africa. He is a consultant on ‘Advancing models of best practice
in internationalization of higher education in Kazakhstan’ for the Graduate School of Education of
Nazarbayev University in Kazakhstan, 2014-2015. He is the Founding Editor of the ‘Journal of Studies in
International Education’ (Association for Studies in International Education/SAGE publishers), member of
the editorial board of the journal Policy Reviews in higher Education, Associate Editor of International
Higher Education, Co-editor of the book series ‘Global Perspectives in Higher Education’, Sense
Publishers. He publishes a monthly blog in University World News on internationalisation of higher
education, www.universityworldnews.com, and contributes to The World View at Inside Higher Ed on a
regular basis. He has (co)written several books and articles on international education and is actively
involved in assessment and consultancy in international education, for organisations like the European
Commission, UNESCO, World Bank, IMHE/OECD, IAU, European Parliament. Hans de Wit is founding
member and past president of the European Association for International Education (EAIE). He is a
Member of the Board of Trustees of World Education Services (New York), and Member of the
Internationalisation Advisory Boards of Stenden University of Applied Sciences in The Netherlands, the
University of Göttingen in Germany and the Universidad Cooperative de Colombia in Medellin.
Contact: dewitj@bc.edu
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Betty Leask
Betty Leask is Professor of Internationalisation and Pro Vice-Chancellor Teaching and
Learning at La Trobe University, Melbourne, and Member of the Scientific Committee
of the Centre for Higher Education Internationalisation (CHEI) at Università Cattolica
del Sacro Cuore in Milan. She leads curriculum innovation and improvement across
La Trobe University and has researched and published extensively on the
internationalisation of higher education. In 2010 she was awarded a national teaching
fellowship on Internationalisation of the Curriculum in Action by the Australian
Government In the fellowship she engaged academic staff in different disciplines in internationalisation of
the curriculum, exploring its meaning with them. Betty is Editor-in-Chief of the Journal of Studies in
International Education. Her most recent book, Internationalization of the Curriculum, published by
Routledge, was released in 2015.
Contact: B.Leask@latrobe.edu.au

Christopher Ziguras
Christopher Ziguras is President of the International Education Association of
Australia and Deputy Dean, International in the School of Global, Urban and Social
Studies at RMIT University. Trained in political science, sociology and education, he
has been active in international education research for nearly 20 years, exploring
various dimensions of the globalisation of education, particularly the ways in
governments and institutions manage and regulate cross-border provision. His latest
book is Governing Cross-Border Higher Education (Routledge, 2015). At RMIT he oversees a variety of
international projects, ranging from intensive courses in Myanmar to an International Summer School in
Melbourne, as well as teaching in the fields of international development and public policy. Christopher
received the university’s highest teaching accolade, the Vice-Chancellor's Distinguished Teaching Award,
in 2011. He has been an active member of the IEAA since its inception, playing a leading role supporting its
highly successful me of advocacy, professional development and research.
Contact: christopher.ziguras@rmit.edu.au
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Elspeth Jones
Elspeth Jones is Emerita Professor of the Internationalisation of Higher Education,
Leeds Beckett University and Honorary Visiting Fellow and Member of the Scientific
Committee of the Centre for Higher Education Internationalisation (CHEI) at
Università Cattolica del Sacro Cuore in Milan. Her specialisms include personal,
professional and employability outcomes from international mobility, strategic
leadership, internationalisation of the curriculum at home and abroad, global
citizenship and intercultural competence development. She has published widely and
is series editor for the Routledge book series, Internationalization in Higher
Education. Elspeth’s recent published research includes employability skills development in transnational
education and student learning outcomes from international mobility. She is a member of the Editorial
Board of the Journal of Studies in International Education and Visiting Professor at several European
universities. In September 2014 Elspeth received the European Association for International Education’s
Tony Adams Award for Excellence in Research. She was elected Chair of the EAIE Expert Community on
Internationalisation at Home in May 2016.
Contact: ej@elspethjones.com
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